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“Finally one of these balls struck the breech of the gun near us, glanced and struck Capt.
Crawford in the calf of the leg. He dropped. I assisted him off the parapet and had him taken
to a hospital in the rear. President Lincoln had seen this, and when he realized that from the

direction which the ball came it must have passed within a very few inches of his head.” 

“A few minutes after one of the officers who had not seen this incident reached over his glass and
asked Lincoln if he did not wish to watch the fight. Mr. L. replied, so I was told, ‘No, I have made up
my mind that when I can see the Rebs they can see me; Jeff. Davis would think he had done a pretty

good day’s work if he got a ball through my head.’ ”


