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“ﬔe ground was almost as level as a ﬂoor, and our orders were to march as fast as possible without double-quicking, for fear that our ranks might become broken, and when we
met the enemy, half a mile in front, we could not drive them from their temporary breastworks.”

Soon after the battle of Fort Stevens, July 12, 1864,
General Early retreated from Washington and located
his army in the Shenandoah Valley, the “Granary of the
Confederate Army,” in the vicinity of the beautiful
town of Winchester.
General Grant determined to prevent a recurrence of Early’s advance on Washington
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